
A sustainable transport vision 
for a post-lockdown Wales



TRANSFORM CYMRU:  A sustainable transport vision for a post-lockdown Wales

Overnight, cars have disappeared from the streets, eliminating congestion in 
one swift move with significant benefits for air quality.  People have reclaimed 
the streets with more people walking and cycling for leisure and utility – many of 
these being people who have not been on a bike in a while!  Our children are able 
to play, walk and cycle more safely because road traffic has reduced.  Everyone 
is living local - working from home, travelling short distances (and only when 
necessary), supporting local shops and businesses.  This means more time for 
individuals who were previously stretched and a boost for the local economy. 
There are also signs that nature has benefitted, making our streets greener, our air 
cleaner and our environment more resilient.

We know that this is a pivotal moment in our history and some of the 
changes we have made now, will stay with us for a lifetime.  Whilst 
we recognise that the current public health crisis creates significant 
challenges for the transport sector, we believe that there is also a major 
opportunity to drive modal shift and change the way we travel for the 
benefit of our future. 

Along with the opportunities, there are also risks and it is important to make sure 
that in a period of rapid change and transition no-one is left behind.  With a high 
number of rural communities already at risk of isolation and under-represented 
groups disproportionately affected by changes to transport provision, we must 
ensure that the transport network that emerges from this crisis is one that 
supports all users.

Transform Cymru promotes a vision where communities across Wales 
are connected through a sustainable, affordable, inclusive and safe 
transport network which meets the needs of all passengers regardless  
of age, background or ability.  

As a coalition, we are committed to working with Welsh Government, Transport for 
Wales and Local Authorities to make this a reality for the people of Wales.

The coronavirus lockdown has forced people to change the 
way they live their lives, leaving the house only for a few, very 
specific, reasons.  Whilst this has hit the transport sector hard 
as people work from home and stay in their own community, 
it represents a reset point where we have the opportunity 
to bring about lasting change in a way we could not have 
imagined a few months ago.
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In order to achieve our vision, we are calling for 
authorities to commit to these 7 steps:

     Encourage people to stay local
One of our main calls before the crisis hit was to reduce the need to travel.  
The lockdown has made us all realise that the long commutes and 
excessive car journeys are unnecessary and that, for many of us, we can 
do the same job whist staying in our local community.  We want this to 
remain and whilst we recognise that not everyone will want to continue 
working from home, there is an opportunity for people to remain close to 
home and call on the authorities to develop community hubs and promote 
modern working practices.

      Provide more space for walking and cycling
Such a major public health crisis has increased the number of people walking 
and cycling whilst highlighting how little space is provided for this.  
Many cities around the world are taking action to reallocate space to provide 
safe routes for active travel.  We are calling on the authorities to act now to 
make active travel a viable alternative to car travel after the lockdown.

     Rebuild passenger confi dence in public transport
Confi dence in public transport has been hard hit and it is likely that the 
reduction in passenger numbers will remain for some time as a result of 
physical distancing.  As a coalition, public transport remains our preferred 
option for those who have no other means or for those travelling longer 
distances and services should be provided in a way that meets the needs of 
the passenger, even in a post-lockdown world.  Bus and rail services are a 
vital component in delivering modal shift and measures should be taken to 
protect these services now and in the future.  We are asking the authorities to 
support services to continue delivering and work with the industry to rebuild 
so that public transport remains a viable option.
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     Support innovative transport solutions 
The way we deliver public transport services are no longer fit for purpose and 
there is also a range of new transport options today that may better meet the 
needs of people and communities. We want the Welsh Government to ensure 
that there are opportunities for transport innovation, specifically demand-
responsive transport, shared transport models and micro-vehicles that will offer 
a fast and efficient alternative to the private car. 

       Ensure access from the outset 
Too many services are developed without any thought for how people can be 
connected. Housing estates, hospitals and GP surgeries continue to be built 
on a convenient space but in an inconvenient location.  These developments 
favour the private car and this kind of planning is not sustainable.  We also see 
many physical barriers on the transport network and in our towns and cities 
which means certain groups of society cannot travel sustainably. For disabled 
people, many transport options are inaccessible. In order to create an equal 
transport system, we are calling for ‘access from the outset’ to ensure services 
are easy for everyone to get to. 

       Take steps to understand behaviour 
Behaviour has already changed considerably and we want people to continue 
making sustainable choices about the way they travel.  As the lockdown is 
eased there is a risk that people will favour a private vehicle to make every  
day journeys.  We would like to see action taken to ensure we understand  
the choices people make and how these can be influenced to prevent an 
increase in car use. 

       Work with communities to develop solutions 
For too long we have designed solutions around the wants and needs of  
the private car rather than the needs of communities.  In order to create a  
true change in behaviour, people need to be placed at the heart of the  
design process.  We are calling for a commitment from authorities to  
ensure communities are engaged in the development of services to  
ensure they meet local needs.

Interested in becoming a member of Transform Cymru?  
Email sustranscymru@sustrans.org.uk

Show your support by following us @CymruTransform  
and by sharing this vision.


